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Eternity Secret of Architectural Works
(In Modernism, Post Modernism and More Inclusive View)
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Abstract

Evaluation of influencing factors on durability and eternity of
an architectural work and presented definitions of immortal
work is essential because today, after two artistic periods of
modernism and post modernism and their attempt to establish
a modern artistic eternal and genuine heritage, the art life has
become less than the past. As we are experiencing the
formation of identity-less artistic works with no place among
architects and people. This issue causes an art such as
architecture to be forgotten as well as the loss of the assets of
the country. In fact such architecture would become a
consumable stuff with an expired date. The purpose of this
research is to comprehend the definition of an eternity of a
work and it’s forming factors.The research tries to answer the
following questions:

How far does eternity originate from physical attributions or
culture factors of a work? How much does elite’s taste help
eternity and what could be the role of public culture in this
approach?

In this paper with a qualitative, intuitive, and
phenomenological approach the definitions of an eternal
work is reviewed from three points of view including elite-
orientated, public orientated, and a pervasive approach.
Finally architectural works within these points of views are
studied. The outcome of the research suggests that neither of
elite-orientated definition nor public-orientated one can cause
the eternity of work or help to its durability. However, it
shows that the requirements of the eternity of a work is to
simultaneously consider all human dimensions presented in
the architectural field including the human being, artist,
community, history, nature, creator, society in relationship
with two other dimensions of the nature and God that are
close to unity and can create eternal work. The five
principles of Iranian traditional architecture presented by
Pirnia are the eternity source because they are both seen in
the nature and God's deed properties. These qualifications are
more intellectual rather than native and as a result Iran
traditional architecture forms manifestation of eternal
architecture.
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