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Summary
Prevalence Rate of Temporomandibular Joint 
Disorders in Partial Edentulous Patients Referring 
to theDental School of Rafsanjan in 1998
P. Amini, DDS.1and M. Sadeghie, DDS. 2
1. Assistant Professor of Fixed Prosthodontics Department, 
School of Dentistry, Kerman University of Medical Sciences 
andHealth Services, Kerman, Iran 2. Assistant Professor of 
Restorative Department, School of Dentistry, Rafsanjan 
University ofMedical Sciences and Health Services, 
Rafsanjan, Iran.

Study of occlusion and its relation with 
masticatory system is an important subject in 
dentistry. As theteeth are one part of this system 
and have close relation to muscles and 
temporomandibular joint theycan cause change in 
some parts of masticatory system. In this study 
temporomandibular joint of 125partial edentulous 
patients were examined in oral diagnosis 
department of dental school of Rafsanjan,during 7 
interupted months in 1998. Frequency of patient 
who had temporomandibular joint disorderswas 
76.8% and only 35.4% of patients were aware of 
these problems. The most pathologic finding 
oftemporomandibular joint was clicking and most 
incidence of disorders were seen in angle class 2 
andgroup function occlusion. With increase in the 
duration of edentulous periode the 
temporomandibularjoint disorder were increased. 
The most temporomandibular joint disorders were 
in free end edentulouspatients and the most 
premature contacts were seen in protrusive 
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movements. The result of this studyshowed partial 
edentulous can cause temporomandibular joint 
disorders therefore it is recommended toadvise 
patients for replacement of teeth to prevent 
irreversible temporomandibular joint problemes.

Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences, 
1999; 7(2): 79-84
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