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USE OF ISOTOPIC TRACER TECHNIQUE TO EVALUATE
FERTILIZER AND WATER USE EFFICIENCY AND YIELD OF
LETTUCE IN DIFFERENT IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
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Table 1. Soil characteristics (before startingfiblel experiment).

TS ol Bl melly L) Rad 03088 B

Sl sl Organic ... (ssliiel (suliie! g Depth
Soil SP EC pH ¢ e K P Total
texture CCE (available) (available) N
% % Mgkg™ mg kg™ % cm
e ¢! 46 0.8 82 094 17.3 200 9.0 0.09 0-30
Clay loam
e ! 47 1.1 82 057 180 160 6.8 0.06 30-60
Clay loam
e ! 47 12 82 025 180 180 6.2 0.03 60-90
Clay loam
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Table 2. Fertilizer levels (micro - and macroeletam different treatments.

SUSa Ho suaie o SIS s
kg ha' Treat;nent
Fe Zn Mo B Mn Cu K P N
3 5 0.5 2 20 5 130 47 143 T,
3 5 0.5 2 20 5 140 70 177 T,
3 5 0.5 2 20 5 140 70 177 Ts
3 5 0.5 2 20 5 150 93 210 T4
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Fig. 1. Field calibration curve of neutron gaugm- 75 cm of soil depth.
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Table 3. Comparison of fresh weight, dry materdji¢btal nitrogen, nitrogen yield, nitrogen deriviedm fertilizer (Ndff), fertilizer nitrogen yieldFNY),
urea fertilizer use efficiency (NUE) in differentgans of lettuce, under different water and felimanagement systems

NUE FNY Ndff O390a8 Jsane K o588 Sda J seene 5 Jsene olS il oles
Nitrogen yield Total nitrogen Dry mater yield Fresh yield Plant orang Treatment
% kg N hat % kg N hat % kg ha' ton ha'

1.1¢:23.8 1.6¢:34.0 4.6¢:52.0 5.8¢:65.7 0.2be3.3 54¢:1962 1.0d:36.0 o sl
Outer leaves

2.2d:20.4 3.1d:29.2 4.1cd51.2 4.8d:57.1 0.2be3.2 700:1759 1.5¢:38.7 o slasS T1
Inner leaves

0.4ijk+3.5 0.6gh:5.0 3.9cd51.1 0.7ghi9.8 0.2g:2.2 16j:448 0.4f:11.6 Stem <L

5.3+0.5hi 7.6+0.69 49.9+6.5cd 15.3+1.1g 1.7+0.1h 897+29h 7.8+0.3g Root «.i,

0.7611.2 1.3219.8 2.2cd51.6 0.8£:38.2 0.2de2.8 126e£1367 25e27.3 o sl
Outer leaves

2.5h:27.6 4.3b:48.9 2.3de47.5 9.0h:103.1 0.1h:3.5 228a2947 3.5a45.3 o0 sasn
Inner leaves T2

0.2k:1.2 0.3h2.1 1.1ef:44.2 0.6ix4.8 0.5fg+2.3 19k+210 0.4h:4.6 Stem <l

0.2jks1.4 0.4h:2.5 3.3f:42.1 0.6i:6.0 0.1i:1.2 40ij+507 0.3h:3.9 Root «s,

0.5e17.2 0.9d:30.4 2.9a67.9 0.5e44.8 0.1 be3.4 76fg:1283 1.5e25.7 o sl
Outer leaves

1.6a42.4 2.8a75.0 0.3a&:65.1 4.9a115.3 0.la4.1 135h:2752 2.1h:42.3 o0 saSn T3
Inner leaves

0.1jk:1.8 0.2h:3.2 4.6¢:60.4 0.4i5.3 0.2 ef2.7 9k+195 0.2h:4.2 Stem <l

0.1ij:4.4 0.1¢:7.8 0.5ah64.1 0.2gh12.2 0.1 efg2.5 28j:476 0.2h:3.6 Root «s,
; (PR

1.6fg:9.2 1.6e:34.0 5.4e£:43.8 2.9e44.1 0.3bcd3.1 189e1417 3.5e:26.0 oGS
Outer leaves

1.0gh:7.8 3.1f:29.2 1.1ef:45.0 4.6e:36.3 0.2¢d-3.0 709:1198 1.5e26.3 0 sasn T4
Inner leaves

0.1jk:1.6 0.6h:5.0 0.7ef:45.6 0.7hit7.5 0.3efg:2.5 15k+306 0.4¢:8.0 Stem <l

0.1jk:1.3 0.6h:7.6 3.1¢:35.3 0.6hi:7.6 0.1i:1.2 31i:612 0.3h:5.3 Root <z,

8.86 9.09 4.53 9.22 7.77 6.06 6.21 (%) CV

i Data are average ofr&plications.
T The same letter in each column, refers to no fogmit difference at 5% level (Duncan's test).
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Fig. 2. Comparison of fresh lettuce yield (ton‘hander different water and fertilizer
management systems in different plant organs.
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Fig. 3. Comparison of fertilizer use efficiency endiifferent treatments in different lettuce
organs. Residual nitrogen in the soil consistsiférnt losable form of nitrogen, like

ammonia volatilization, leaching, etc.
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Fig. 4. Comparison of fertilizer nitrogen yield aitgl application under different treatments

in different lettuce organs.
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Fig. 5. Volumetric records of water consumptiordifierent treatments in 15 days intervals.
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Table 4. Effects of different fertilization andigation methods on water use efficiency in

lettuce.
ol Gyme I8 xS ol > o olas
Water use efficienckgm®  Appliecwateim® he'  Freash weigtkghg®  Treatmer
25.56 3377 86300 T,
26.46 2918 77200 T,
23.20 3112 72200 Ts
551 10948 60300 T,
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Table 5. Nitrogen yield fractionation of soil arettilizer in different lettuce organs.

0588 Jsane
kg N ha' Nitrogen yield R
s SL% J’:S_ Plant organ

Total Soil Fertilizer

T.N.Y S.N.Y F.N.Y
48.24 B 22.33b 25.91b Outer leaves Soow sl S
77.93 a 35.57 a 42.36 a Inner leaves Soos sl S
6.86 d 3.42d 3.44d Stem Gl
10.28 c 512 c 5.16c Root s,

T Columns with the same letter are not significadifference at 5% level of Duncan's test.
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