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Gall Bladder Carcinoma in Patients Who
Underwent Cholecystectomy Due to Gall
Stone; A 10 Year Study at Shariati
Hospital

ABSTRACT

Background: Cancer of the gallbladder is an uncommon but a fatal
disease. Cholelithiasis has been identified as a major risk factor for this
cancer. The objective of this study was to evaluate the association
between the presence of cholelithiasis and gallbladder cancer.

Materials and Methods: 1,136 patients who underwent cholecystectomy
between 1993 and 2003 in Shariati Hospital, affiliated to Tehran
University of Medical Sciences were retrospectively studied and the
proportion of patients who has had cholelithiasis was determined. Finally,
we identified those patients with cholelithiasis who were also diagnosed
as gallbladder cancer.

Results: 1,055 (92.8%) patients underwent cholecystectomy for
cholelithiasis; 1.4% of these patients had also pathology-proven cancer.

On the other hand, during this period, 20 patients with gallbladder
cancer were diagnosed; the initial diagnosis in 70.5% of these patients
were cholelithiasis. In only 5% of cancer patients, the diagnosis of
neoplasia was made initially.

Conclusion: Although a very small portion of those with gallbladder
stone will develop cancer, most of patients with gallbladder cancer
present with signs and symptoms of gallbladder stone which may imply a
close correlation between these two conditions. Therefore, prophylactic
cholecystectomy may be beneficial for patients with chronic gallbladder
stone. Govaresh/Vol. 12, No. 3, Autumn 2007; 168-172

Keywords: Cholelithiasis, Gallbladder cancer, Cholecystectomy
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